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Training Agenda

Local drop out rates for children involved with 
DHS
Fostering Connections to Success Act & 
McKinney Vento Act - Key Educational 
Provisions 
State Bulletin – Educational Stability for 
Children and Youth in Substitute Care
DHS Educational Stability and Continuity Policy
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Philadelphia context - Education 
and Out of Home Placement

City-wide drop out rate – 48%
Drop out rate for agency-involved youth in 
Philadelphia

Substantiated case of abuse or neglect – 71%
Foster care placement – 75%
Juvenile justice placement – 90%
Gave birth within 4 years of starting high school 
(females – 68%)
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Federal Legislation and State 
Regulations

Fostering Connections and Increasing 
Adoptions Act 2008 
McKinney Vento Act (re-authorized in 
2002)
State Bulletin #3130-08-01 on 
Educational Stability and Continuity for 
Children in Substitute Care – October 1, 
2008



5

Fostering Connections Act and 
State Bulletin

Placement of the child in foster care takes into account the 
appropriateness of the current educational setting and the 
proximity to the school in which the child is enrolled at the 
time of placement
Child welfare agency coordinates with local educational 
agencies to ensure that the child remains in the school in 
which the child is enrolled at the time of placement
If remaining in such school is not in the best interest of the 
child, child welfare agency and local educational agencies 
plan and coordinate for the following:

immediate and appropriate enrollment in a new school
provide all of the educational records of the child to the 
school
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McKinney Vento Act

Federal law designed to increase the school 
enrollment, attendance, and success of children 
and youth who lack a fixed, regular and adequate 
nighttime residence
Applies to children and youth living in a wide 
variety of unstable or inadequate situations, 
including children who are considered to be 
“awaiting foster care placement”, and those in 
temporary, emergency, or respite placements.
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McKinney Vento Act

Under the Act, the term “homeless children and 
youth” includes:

Children and youths who are sharing the 
housing of other persons due to loss of 
housing, economic hardship, or similar 
reason;  
Children who are living in emergency or 
transitional shelters; are abandoned in 
hospitals; or are awaiting foster care 
placement;
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McKinney Vento Act

Under the McKinney-Vento Act, children in 
homeless situations have the right to:

Go to school, no matter where they live or how long 
they have lived there
Attend either the local school or the school of origin, if 
this is in their best interest

(the school of origin is the school the child attended when 
he/she was permanently housed or the school in which 
the child was last enrolled)
Receive transportation
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McKinney Vento Act

Enroll in school immediately, even if missing records 
and documents normally required for enrollment such 
as a birth certificate, proof of residence, previous 
school records, or immunization/medical records
Enroll, attend classes, and participate fully in all 
school activities while the school arranges for the 
transfer of records
Have access to the same programs and services that 
are available to all other students including 
transportation and supplemental educational services
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DHS Educational Stability and 
Continuity Policy

Policy is directly derived from new state 
regulations and requirements  - State 
Bulletin #3130-08-01
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DHS Educational Stability and 
Continuity Policy

1. Obtaining FERPA Release (Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA)

Include FERPA release with other releases that 
families have to sign when children come into 
care or have DHS or court-ordered supervision
If family does not sign, attempts are made at 
each FSP review (every 6 months)
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DHS Educational Stability and 
Continuity Policy

2. Case Records
Education history, including the names and 
addresses of schools attended and the child’s 
current and anticipated school.
Copy of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA) release.
Grade level
Attendance
Individualized Education Program (IEP)
Recent report card or alternate measures of 
performance, including discipline.
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DHS Educational Stability 
and Continuity Policy

Case Records Cont.
Results of benchmark tests (e.g. PSSA)
Child Permanency Plan (CPP) 
Individual Service Plan (ISP) 
Service Agreement (for children with disabilities or medical 
needs that require modifications at school but who do not 
qualify for special education)
The name and address of the education decision-maker or 
surrogate parent, if one has been appointed

⇒ Any time educational information is updated, it 
needs to be shared with for foster/resource parent 
and provider
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DHS Educational Stability 
and Continuity Policy

3. School Stability
When child enters placement, should remain in school 
of origin unless there is documented reason why it is 
not in child’s best interest to remain there
When placed in hospital setting, school must be 
notified to minimize educational disruptions
Other than court hearings and 
investigations/assessments, appointments of any kind 
should be avoided during the school day
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DHS Educational Stability 
and Continuity Policy

4. Child Permanency Plan
Proximity of placement setting to school in 
which child is enrolled at time of placement
Efforts to keep child in current school
How current school meets child’s educational 
needs
How visits and appointments will be made 
during non-school hours whenever possible
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DHS Educational Stability 
and Continuity Policy

4. Education Decision Makers
Children requiring Special Education or 
identified as gifted require Education Decision 
Makers
Biological parents’ rights
Role of foster parents
Role of court
Children in congregate care settings (group 
homes)
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Educational Stability Procedures

Case Records
FERPA release
School Computer Network print out
CPP Education Section – info not on attached print out

How placement is appropriate for educational stability and 
general educational performance

Most recent report cards
Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)
Test, diagnostic, and other assessment results

⇒ Educational information – updated and attached every 
six months or when educational information changes



18

Educational Stability Procedures

School Stability – Placement
Staying in school of origin = “default” 
option, unless there are safety or other 
critical issues impacting the child at the 
school
CRU efforts to place child near school of 
origin
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Educational Stability Procedures

Factors to consider when determining whether a 
child should remain or transfer schools:

The child’s safety;
The child’s ties to the current school;
Effort to keep siblings together
Whether the child’s current program is appropriate to meet 
the child’s educational needs;
The effect of a move on the child’s academic performance;
The distance of the commute;
Efforts to arrange for transportation; 
Special Education programs and services
The length of stay expected in this placement.
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Educational Stability Procedures

When remaining in current school is not 
in best interest of child:

Planned Placement or Non-Emergency 
Change in Placement
Emergency Placement
Request for Immediate Transfer (DHS 
provider gets transfer packet from original 
school)
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Transportation Coordination 
Protocols with School District

1. School District transportation policy – busing or 
transpasses provided when living outside 1.5 mile 
radius of school

2. Scenarios
A. Children are placed in new home within 1.5 radius of school
B. Children are placed outside of 1.5 radius of school

Request for counselor to submit busing form (up to 6th grade) 
Request for counselor to provide transpass (7th grade and up)

C. Emergency, overnight, respite, or temporary placements
D. Complex cases
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School Stability Coordination

Child is placed 
1st time or 
changes 

placement

Remains in 
current 
school

Cannot remain in 
school due to safety 

or other critical 
factors listed in 

Policy

Busing/transpass 
requested 

through counselor 
if outside of 1.5 

mile radius

Attendance 
and progress 

monitored

Immediately 
enrolled in 
new school

Provider obtains 
transfer packet 
from original 

school

SCHOOL

STABILITY

Education Support 
Center 

consultation/ 
assistance

Attendance 
and 

progress 
monitored

TRACK 1

TRACK 2



23

Education Support Center 
Pilot Implementation

Why a Pilot?
Implement new effort in small scale to learn and 
improve for system-wide adoption

Ongoing Service Region 1
Region with history of educational tracking and practice 
innovation
Lower Northeast and Northwest

Police Districts 5, 14
Zip codes – 19127, 19128, 19118, 19119, 19138, 
19144, 19150

Kick Off Date  – February 17, 2010
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Education Support Center
Pilot Implementation

Case-level 
advocacy 

& consultation

SW Unit 
educational 

planning

Cross-system 
communication, 

consultation, and training

Data sharing, matching, and 
sorting by 

Early Warning Indicators

Early Warning 
Indicators

•Reading and Math 
failure

•Attendance (8 
unexcused)

•Discipline/Behavior 
incidents
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Education Support Center
Pilot Implementation

Data 
matching and 

sorting by 
EWI

Internal DHS 
planning to 

address 
educational 

barriers Collaborative 
planning with 

schools 

Intervention/
Resource
alignment

Progress 
Tracking
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Education Support Center
Contact Information

Liza M. Rodriguez, Ph.D.
Director, DHS Education Support Center
1601 Cherry Street, 9th floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102
Liza.M.Rodriguez@phila.gov
215-683-4798

Luciana Banks, MSW
Supervisor, Education Support Center
1601 Cherry Street, 9th floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102
Luciana.Banks@phila.gov
215-683-4009


