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      FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MAYOR NUTTER ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENTS TO DHS COMMUNITY OVERSIGHT BOARD

Dr. David Sanders to be New Board Chair

Philadelphia, March 27, 2009 –Today Mayor Michael A. Nutter announced the appointments of David Sanders, Ph.D. and Nilsa Judith Gonzalez to the Community Oversight Board (COB), the entity charged with monitoring reforms at the Department of Human Services (DHS).  Dr. Sanders, Vice President of Systems Improvement at Casey Family Programs, will serve as the Chair of the Board, replacing Carol Spigner D.S.W. who is stepping down.

Dr. Sanders, who served on the Child Welfare Review Panel established in 2006, is a nationally recognized child welfare leader. Prior to joining Casey Family Programs, Dr. Sanders lead the Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services, the largest county system in the country, with about 6,000 staff serving approximately 22,000 children in care. During his tenure, the Department saw its foster care population decrease while safety and stability improved.
Dr. Sanders is a graduate of Princeton University and has a Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the University of Minnesota.  He is the recipient of the 2008 Grace B. Flandreau Award from the National Council on Crime and Delinquency, recognizing his significant contributions to juvenile justice and child welfare. Additionally, in 2007, he was honored by the National Association of Public Child Welfare Administrations with the Peter W. Forsythe Award for Leadership in Public Child Welfare.  
“I am pleased to appoint Dr. David Sanders as Board Chair.  He comes to this role with a wealth of experience in the child welfare arena,” said Mayor Nutter.  “I have the utmost confidence that Dr. Sanders will provide the expertise and guidance necessary to continue the Board’s outstanding work.”  
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“I want to extend my deepest gratitude to Carol for her tremendous leadership as Chair of the Board,” Mayor Nutter continued.  “Carol has given generously of her time and talents first as a member of the Child Welfare Review Panel and then as Chair of the Community Oversight Board.  DHS is a better agency today because of her hard work.”  

Dr. Spigner thanked the Mayor for the opportunity to serve on the Board.  “Improving Philadelphia’s ability to ensure the safety and well being of our most vulnerable children is critical.  I am honored to have had the opportunity to be part of this effort. The efforts being made are encouraging, but the work is not finished.  I am deeply appreciative of the commitment and cooperation of the Mayor, the Commissioner, the DHS leadership team and my colleagues on the COB.”  

Nutter also noted his appreciation to outgoing board member, Lucy-Rodriguez Feria, for her commitment to DHS’ ongoing reform.  Rodriguez-Feria chose to step down because of her responsibilities with the School District of Philadelphia.  To succeed her, the Mayor appointed Nilsa Judith Gonzalez who spent her career with the School District of Philadelphia. serving as a teacher, principal and an administrator.  
The Community Oversight Board, initially convened in 2007 and reestablished by Mayor Nutter in January 2008, monitors the progress on the implementation of the recommended reforms of the Child Welfare Review Panel and assesses their impact on child safety, permanency and well-being.    
For more information on the COB, see www.dhsoversightboard.com.
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