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Dear DHS Colleague:






May 7, 2001


The Philadelphia Department of Human Services plans to collect information and maintain a database for clients who become pregnant while in substitute care.  We will need your assistance to coordinate this effort.  Therefore, we are requesting that the following collaborative protocol be implemented effective June 1, 2001.  As always, your support and cooperation is greatly appreciated.  (This protocol is being mailed to Provider Agency Executive Directors at the same time).

Protocol

· When a client informs her Provider Agency social worker that she thinks or knows she is pregnant, that social worker is advised to contact a designated liaison within the Department of Human Services. At present, the designated liaison is Ms. Jacqueline Hammond, Managed Care Unit social worker, (215-683-6272).  Her supervisor, Ms. Carole A. Cornelius (215-683-6176) will serve as her alternate.  Both staff are located on the 7th floor at 1515 Arch Street.  Their fax number is (215-683-6265).

· The liaison will then review the client’s health care coverage and will discuss with the Provider Agency social worker the client’s current and future medical care and needs, as well as any other related health care concerns.  The liaison and the Provider Agency social worker will also discuss the client’s stated plans regarding her pregnancy.

· The liaison will also coordinate family planning/counseling services for the client, including financial assistance for emergency medical services, by either making an appropriate referral for such services, or by verifying that the Provider Agency will coordinate services for the client.  (If the client is in a DHS foster home, the liaison will coordinate services with the DHS social worker)

· The liaison will also be responsible for collecting data and research on the number of pregnancies of clients in substitute care.

Please feel free to contact me at 215-683-6175 if you need additional information 

or require further clarification.  
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