Wednesday, December 31, 2003

DHS IMNewars
Flash 15 the
Depart-
trient’s neswy,
i house

newrs velcle
to close the
£ Ot MU C -
tions loop.
In an agency
thus large,
word of mouth, newrsletters and etmails
doir't always get the job dane, To help
brdge this commumeations diwmde, TVAY
Do Dlash, a brwreekdy neswrs soutce, to
be ssued every other Frdar—and when-
evet depattm ental neswrs brealks—snll
feature a wanety of DHS newrs topics that
atfect everyone, at every lewel of the

AET1ET.

A our newrsletter LAY T Moffon implies,
this 1 an agency on the mowe, and ~while
a newr monthly ponting schedule for
2004 sarill help to inforn TVHS staff, other

city agencies and ourprovider commu-

Flashwnll serve as the Conmumeation
Otfce’s real-tme update tool.

In additon to prnted copies, news tidbits
fromm each edition’s stornes sl soon
scroll along the bottom of the TDHY
Central Homepage. Current and past
echtions «wnll also be avalable at LHS
Central within the fortheommyg Commu-

fic atiohs Page.

Pethaps the most exciting aspect of DAY
DNews Blashnll be the role that emplovees
from ewvery level ofthe organteabon can
play. Consider yourself a contnbubing
editor and send us astory idea or a newrs
update. Fach sugoestion wnll be te-
wiewred, and when appropnate repotted
i1 an echibion of the paper.

Submitting ideas wll be easy, ust click on
the Maw Bl ink on the rewsed TNHS
Cenitral homepage (to be launched in
Tanuary) and fll in the forn ot send an
email to ted qualli@phila gow unth a
subject heading of INewrs Flash.

Communications Office to Get News

out in a Hurry
News Flash, newest communication tool for DHS staff

Annual Treatment

Fair Another Success

Prowndmg attendees swith an oppottu-
tuty to-talls to opetators of treatment
facilities, this yead's Treatment Far
held ot Dlecetmber 2 had ower 15
prowider agencies on hand to ansrer
questions, distnbute tesources and
facilitate productire discussions writh

fellosr professionals.

4 # I HE
Ve wrould like tosend a special thank
you to Program Admmmstrator Catla

Sanders and Cleds Typast, Jacqueline
Dintibes for their hard wotk m coordi-

nating this year's fair,

Commissioner’s Court Reform Update

The staff of the Diepartment of Human
Serwices (DVHS) has a wiston for FPluladel-
plud's children w placement. This wsion
15 sttnple - finding pemmanent, lowing
homes — pemmanency — i a timely man-
tiet for our children. As wrewnind down
the final days of this year and reach the
micpoint of Mapor Street’s admmmstra-
tiory, DV wston continues to crystal-
lize, and writh the constant support of an
actnumstraton focused on chiddren and
child wrelfare, wre stand ready to build
upon tecent successes, look forward to
addressing exmsting challenges and con-
fronting newr ones as we embatls on the
next four years.

This year's Federal Government Clild

atid Family Setvices Rewiewr on

Title ITW-E. serwices for children i place-
ment noted our marty positive efforts
concermng the safety of children swrhile
also 1dentifying several areas regarding

petmanency whete tnpmovement 15 still

needed.

Fig OUE penTanency wWsion conhinues to
groear, [am confident that through the
cotrnitment of oot statf and the pace
and quality of our permnanency reform
agenda, wre will address these concems,
and contme to rase the bar for child
wreltare orgamezations natiosnride.

Ag e near the end of the fist year of
Performance Based Contractng (FEC)
fot foster care — amajor refonmn prowd-
g fnanecial meentives to the foster care

agencies achiewing permanency for chil-
dren, the statishcs are promising.

Druning the first three months of FEC
unplementaton (March 1, 2003 through
Jone 30, 2003), the number of children
achiesing permanency nearly doubled
when compared to the same tumeframe
i 2002, In addihorn, we achieved a re-
cotd mumber of finalired adoptions last
year, 654, and the numbers this year con-
tinue to be encouraging.

Ve have also wnplemented Subsidized
Permanent Legal Custodianship (STLAC)
as a third pesnanency option for those
childten who cannot be tmely reumbed
with theit parents, whete adoption 15
not app ropate, and swhere DS cluld
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