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DHS REACHES OUT TO THE LGBT COMMUNITY 

Love Makes a Family Event Discusses Adoption and Foster Care

PHILADELPHIA, PA- The Philadelphia Department of Human Services (DHS) and partnering community-based organizations are inviting the LGBT community and friends to Love Makes a Family – an adoption and foster care information event on Thursday, November 20 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the William Way Community Center.

DHS Commissioner Alba Martinez and other child welfare staff will be on hand to talk to the community about the benefits of foster care and adoption, explain the process and view the PBS Independent Lens documentary, “Daddy & Papa.”  During the evening, a panel of speakers, featuring adoptive mothers, fathers and foster youth, will answer questions about their experiences with adoption and foster care in Philadelphia.  

“The children in our care deserve loving, nurturing and permanent homes, and it is our job to find these homes for them,” commented DHS Commissioner, Alba Martinez.   “Currently, there are more than 100 children in our care with no identified adoptive resource.  The LGBT community represents a wonderful and often overlooked resource of potential families for these children, and it is our hope that through events such as this, we can raise awareness of the need for adoptive and foster parents in Philadelphia, and encourage members of this community to take the first steps towards changing a child’s life.”  

Continuing with Mayor Street’s focus on Philadelphia’s children, DHS is working with the Mayor’s Advisory Board for LGBT Affairs on a list of recommendations to improve services to the LGBT population.  

Commissioner Martinez continued, “The Mayor’s support of this effort has been wonderful, and the department is working with the advisory board to create new programs and to expand our existing continuum of services for LGBT children and families.”  

The documentary, Daddy & Papa, follows four sets of gay fathers as they face the challenges of building families and illustrates the actual effects the LGBT community has on foster care and adoption.     

In addition to the Department of Human Services, the following event sponsors have made the Love Makes A Family event possible: The Delaware Valley Legacy Fund and the Philadelphia Gay News.

Event Co-sponsors are PMHCC’s Best Practices Institute, Equality Forum, Greg Seaney-Ariano, ITVS Community Connections Project, The Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights, The COLOURS Organization, Inc. Imago Dei Metropolitan Community Church, Mayor’s LGBT Advisory Board, Mazzoni Center, Men of All Colors Together – Philadelphia, PapillonStudio.com, PFLAG Philadelphia, Philadelphia Family Pride, William Way Community Center.

The Philadelphia Department of Human Services is the City agency charged with protecting children from abuse, neglect, and delinquency; ensuring their safety and permanency in nurturing home environments; and strengthening and preserving families by enhancing community-based prevention services. In partnership with community organizations, DHS provides services to strengthen the overall well being of Philadelphia children, youth, and families using a customer focused approach that is responsive to evolving community needs.  
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