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10th ANNUAL KWANZAA CELEBRATION FOCUSES ON THE TRADITIONS AND TEACHINGS OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

More than 1,000 Expected to Take Part in Four-day Event 

PHILADELPHIA, PA
-- The Philadelphia Department of Human Services’ Support Community Outreach Program (SCOP) is hosting its 10th annual Kwanzaa celebration on December 26th, 29th, 30th, and 31st at the Logan Branch of the Philadelphia Public Library, 1901 Vine Street from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. each day.  

The celebration, designed to promote Kwanzaa rituals, will focus on the seven principles of Unity, Self-Determination, Collective Work and Responsibility, Cooperative Economics, Purpose, Creativity, and Faith.    

“This annual Kwanzaa celebration gives us the opportunity to bring people together through a common bond,” said DHS Commissioner, Alba Martinez.  “By reaffirming and reinforcing the positive aspects of family, community and culture, this annual celebration has become a viable tool to combat incidents of violence among our city’s youth and helps us in our mission of building stronger families.”  

More than 1,200 people are expected to attend over the course of four days.  The Kwanzaa Program consists of an introduction to the principles, symbols and practices of Kwanzaa as well as cultural entertainment, African-dance and drumming, story telling and musical performances.  Admission is free.  Lunch and a Kwanzaa gift will be provided to all children.  Reservations for groups of seven or more are recommended.  

Created in 1966, by Dr. Maulana Karenga a noted scholar and activist, Kwanzaa is based on traditional African harvest celebrations that focus on family, community and culture.  Celebrated by millions throughout the worldwide African community, Kwanzaa has evolved from the African philosophical framework known as Kawaida. 

The SCOP Advisory Board began sponsoring an Annual Kwanzaa Program in 1993. The initial success of the program led to its relocation in the Mayor’s Reception Room in 1995.  Continued growth and acceptance of its value resulted in the program moving to the 400 seat, Montgomery Auditorium at the Logan Branch of the Free Library in 1998.  

For reservations, call Reginald Mtumishi at (215) 683-4031.  

Through the SCOP program, the Department of Human Services provides mini-grants to community-based organizations to assist them in developing youth-oriented delinquency prevention programs. SCOP also plans, coordinates and implements special projects specifically for children and youth, such as back-to-school projects, multi-cultural celebrations, health and community resource fairs.

The Philadelphia Department of Human Services is the City agency charged with protecting children from abuse, neglect, and delinquency; ensuring their safety and permanency in nurturing home environments; and strengthening and preserving families by enhancing community-based prevention services. In partnership with community organizations, DHS provides services to strengthen the overall well being of Philadelphia children, youth, and families using a customer focused approach that is responsive to evolving community needs.

