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f'i;;Father s Day Rally
Committee, Men
Making A Differenc

<A by Junious R. Stanton Ay
As the Father’s Day Rally Committee Tnc,
celebrated its fifteenth FDRC weekend, it is
imperative to remember the organization found-
ed by activist minded African American men
does more than just host an annual Father’s Day
picnic in Fairmount Park. The group’s origins
extend to a group of men who came together to
address and attempt to resolve and deter the ris-
ing violence and crime that was negatively
impacting the community. Out of this initia]
coming together the FDRC Inc. has grown into
a national model for male activism and inter-
vention programs that build men up to enable
and empower them to take responsibility for the
quality of life in their homes and community.
While the annual fatherhood awards pro-
gram and the free community cook-out get the
i ity, FDRC has in fact initi-
ated a host of programs that address the varioug
needs of men in today’s society. Bilal Qayyum,
one of the founders and current President of the
Father’s Day Rally Committee, expounded on
their programs. “We have the David p.
Richardson Rites of Passage Program which is
a manhood-building program for males aged
eleven through seventeen, We’ve been doing
that now for nine years. We have federal grant
funding so we have fu] time staff working on
that program. We put young men through a
whole curriculum on how to be a man in today’s
society. DHS Supports our efforts. There is also
a  Philadelphia Practitioners  Fatherhood
Network which is a coalition of fatherhood
roups in the city and the Department of
Ig Iumli)m Scrvices (Uilis) funded a conference we
- did'as'@ coalition.”




Qayyum and his core of activists have been
in the streets and trenches for years. He main-
tains they are making progress and headway

despite some of the craziness that is happening
in the community. “I’'m seeing more men getting involved in their son’s lives. The
issue is how is it being promoted. If something is not promoted people don’t think
it’s happening. But I see more of it. We’ve been out here since noon. There have
been hundreds of fathers out here with their children. They all want to do what’s
best for their children, maybe they all can’t do as well as they would like to because
they don’t have the financial means but I see the movement growing. I see a lot of
young men struggling with what it means to be a father and we have to be there to
support them.”

As an organizer Qayyum and his positive posse see the problems and are work-

ing on the grassroots level to ameliorate them or at best provide options and solu-

tions that will make things better one person at a time.

An offshoot of the FDRC Inc. is, Men United For A Better Philadelphia, which
is active in helping ex-offenders make a positive transition back into the communi-
ty and a make a wholesome reintegration with their families. “Malik Aziz is my Co-
Chair in Men United For a Better Philadelphia and he’s head of the Ex-Offenders
Association and more and more guys are getting involved. Philadelphia has any-
where from fifty to a hundred guys coming out of jail every day. Our ex-offenders
program is reaching out to a significant number of them to begin to talk about what
their problems are, what their needs are so we make a dent in this high rate of
recidivism, guys going back to jail. So we’re doing a lot of work with ex-offenders
and other groups in the city, being supportive wherever we can be supportive. One
of the things we are trying to do is help them get jobs, because if a man has a job

and if he has money coming in he can support his family and feel good about him-

self. So we are spending a lot of time on that,” explained Qayyum.

In the future Qayyum plans to expand the Rites of Passage Program. “We real-
ize a lot of problems our young people have are because we are disconnected from
our history and culture. We built the pyramids and kingdoms, but our kids don’t
know that because they are not taught that in school or at home. So you are going
to hear a lot this coming year about culture.-We’re going to expand our Rites of
Passage Program. It’s a very African centered program and we are going to spend a
lot of time this year expanding it. We’re going to do more group sessions with men
where men can come together to talk about their feelings and frustrations.

Several other agencies and program were on hand to support the FDRC Inc.
Mothers in Charge and the Philadelphia Fatherhood Practitioners Network took an
active part in the cook-out. Eric Grimes of PFPN was adamant about his support of
the FDRC Inc. “We came out to support the Father’s Day Rally Conuniitee, we
- want to make sure we have presence here. We do a lot of things: we provide par-

enting skills, we work with men to help them get jobs and we do a lot of work
around policy issues and initiatives around child support and visitation that impact
on fathers.”

James Thomas was one of hundreds of men who attended the annual cook-out
brought his son and grandson to the cook-out to bond with them and to be a part of
a positive happening. “I’ve been following Bilal and the Father’s Day Rally for sev-

~“eral years now. I was not in my son’s life like I should have been. Now I have grand-
sons and I want to participate in the outcome of their lives. I see so much wrong
with the youth of today, no guidance and no direction: So I want to connect and try
to make a difference because now I'm trying to live life better today and I want to
make it better for those who come behind me.”

The lovely weather accentuated the positive vibes and love the FDRC brought

, to Fairmount Park on Sunday. A ;o -
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Father’s Day Ralley Committee’s 15th Annual 2004 Annual Picnic at the Belmont Grove. (I-r) Mark Harrell,
Senator Anthony Hardy Williams, Bilal Quyyam and Steve Pina Jr.

Photo by Ron Allen
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