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Department of Human Services and Institute For Safe Families Observe International V-Day 
A Global Movement to Stop Violence Against Women and Children
 PHILADELPHIA, PA       -- The Philadelphia Department of Human Services (DHS) and the Institute for Safe Families (ISF) today co-hosted a press conference in recognition of V-Day, a global movement to stop violence against women and children.  Held on or around Valentine’s Day, the annual event helps to raise public awareness of the physical and emotional destruction domestic violence causes.  This year, Philadelphia city officials helped unveil the ISF’s public service campaign titled “Men Can” during the press event.  

“Too often at DHS, we see the destructive results of domestic violence in the families and children we serve,” said Alba Martinez, Commissioner of DHS.  “By forging a collaboration with the Institute of Safe Families, and working with the Men’s Council, we are shifting the focus from intervention to prevention. Through the global awareness of V-Day, we hope to instill in the public a greater awareness of domestic violence, its causes and effects.”
The numbers associated with domestic violence are staggering. Every three days, a citizen loses their life to domestic violence in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. In the United States, a woman is battered, usually by her intimate partner, every 15 seconds.  A woman is raped every 90 seconds.  One in three girls and one in five boys will suffer some form of sexual abuse before the age of 18 and boys who witness their fathers’ violence are 10 times more likely to engage in spousal abuse in later adulthood than boys from non-violent homes.  
 “We recognize that men can and do play important roles in building healthy, non-violent relationships,” said Sandy Dempsey of the ISF.  “That is why we are once again focusing on the “Men Can” message this year.  Men can help to put an end to domestic violence by providing positive examples as fathers, brothers, coaches, and co-workers.  By working with DHS, we are able to create an even greater awareness of the issues surrounding domestic violence, and can reach more ‘at risk’ people and families.”  

V-Day was born in 1998 as an outgrowth of Eve Ensler's Obie-Award winning play, "The Vagina Monologues.”   The simple but powerful message of V-Day demands that the violence must end. It proclaims Valentine’s Day as V-Day until the violence stops.  When all women live in safety, no longer fearing violence or the threat of violence, then V-Day will be known as Victory Over Violence Day.
Today, V-Day has grown into a global movement to stop violence against women and children.  It promotes creative events to increase awareness, raise money, and revitalize the spirit of existing anti-violence organizations. V-Day also helps these organizations to continue and to expand their core work, while generating a broader attention for the fight to stop worldwide violence against women and girls.
V-Day has a global reach and has given rise to annual theatrical and artistic events including the Worldwide Campaign, the College Campaign, the International Stop Rape Contest, the Rape Free Zone Campaign, the Stand Up with V-Day and Lifetime Initiative, and the Spotlight on Afghan Women.  
The Institute for Safe Families (ISF), a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, addresses the health and well being of the family – as individuals, in their collective relationship, and in the communities which surround them.  The particular focus is on the consequences of interpersonal violence and trauma.  The goal is to illuminate and address the causes of family violence and to offer an alternative vision for wholeness, healing, family health, and personal empowerment.  Over the past nine years, ISF has developed innovative programs and established coalitions that have united health professionals, community-based and neighborhood organizations.  ISF provides programs involving community health; community collaborations; and community training and education.  The majority of ISF’s programs serve Philadelphia families at risk and who are traditionally under-served and economically less privileged.  
Philadelphia’s Department of Human Services is the City’s child welfare agency that works to protect children from abuse, neglect, and delinquency and to ensure their safety and permanency in nurturing home environments. DHS provides a variety of prevention and intervention services, through community-based partners, to help preserve families and strengthen the overall well being of Philadelphia children, youth, and families.
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