ATTENTION

TO:  
All children and their Kinship Caregivers in Philadelphia County who were not provided notice of their right to seek foster care maintenance payments or who were otherwise denied the opportunity to seek foster care maintenance payments from August 1, 2000 to April 1, 2005.

This notice informs you that you may be a member of the plaintiff class (the "class") in a lawsuit and settlement approved by the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

The class action lawsuit was brought by Edward Anderson, on behalf of himself and others similarly situated and alleged that Defendants violated Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 670-679b, the Due Process and Equal Protection Clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, and Pennsylvania state law and regulations by not paying per diem foster care maintenance payments to kinship foster caregivers at the same rate and under the same circumstances as they pay to non-kinship foster parents.

The settlement provides for class-wide injunctive relief, and requires that the Commonwealth require counties to provide to kinship caregivers a notice that describes the placement and custody options available, including the availability of foster care payments for children placed in their care who have been adjudicated dependant and committed to the local county children and youth agency.  If you have been caring for a child who was committed to the legal custody of the Philadelphia Department of Human Services at any time between August 1, 2000 and April 1, 2005 (the Philadelphia County children and youth agency,) you may be entitled to certain benefits.

IF YOU BELIEVE YOU ARE A MEMBER OF THE CLASS, AS DEFINED ABOVE, PLEASE CALL THE FOLLOWING TOLL FREE NUMBER TO REQUEST AN APPLICATION:

800-934-0809

You must fill out and return the application within 30 days of the date of mailing.  No applications will be accepted after with a postmark later than May 31, 2006.  

A copy of the settlement may be obtained by contacting Marsha L. Levick, Esquire, Juvenile Law Center, The Philadelphia Building, 1315 Walnut Street, Suite 400, Philadelphia, PA 19107, 800-875-8887, or visiting www.jlc.org. 

PHL:3046008.4/CIT068-151542
- 2 -



