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Foster and Adoptive Parent Licensing, Recruitment & Retention Systemic Factor
PA was in Substantial Conformity in Round 1
Item 41. The state has implemented standards for foster family homes & child care institutions. Rated as a Strength in Round 1.
· How do the state’s licensing standards ensure the safety & protection of children in foster care? strengths/barriers?

· Is there a unified home study process for foster care & adoption?

· Is relicensing/re-inspection timely & effective?

Item 42. The standards are applied to all licensed/approved foster family homes or child care institutions receiving Title IV-B and IV-E funds. Rated as a Strength in Round 1
· What types of licenses (initial, probationary, etc.) does the state have? How/when are they used? If waivers are granted, how/when?

· Evaluate the state’s effectiveness in ensuring that IV-E funds are used appropriately, including if/when waivers are involved (e.g. relative care). Strengths/barriers?

· Describe any state policy/procedure used to exclude children who are in homes that are not fully licensed from receiving IV-E foster care funds. Strengths/barriers?

Item 43. The state complies with Federal requirements for criminal background clearances as related to licensing/approving foster and adoptive placements and has in place a case planning process that includes provisions for addressing the safety of foster/adoptive placements for children. Rated as a Strength in Round 1.
· Evaluate the thoroughness of the criminal background clearance process for prospective foster/adoptive parents prior to licensure/approval. Strengths/barriers?

Item 44. The state has in place a process for ensuring the diligent recruitment of potential foster/adoptive families who reflect the ethnic/racial diversity of children in need of care. Rated as a Strength in Round 1.
· Does the state’s current pool of foster families reflect the ethnic/racial diversity of children in need of placement and meet most of the foster care placement needs of the children it serves? Strengths/barriers/gaps?

· Evaluate the state’s statewide plan and local strategies for recruiting foster/adoptive families that reflect the ethnic/racial diversity of children in need of placement. Strengths/barriers/gaps?
· Identify and evaluate the effectiveness of any other recruitment efforts apart from the statewide plan (e.g. exchanges, interagency efforts). Strengths/barriers/gaps?

· Identify and evaluate any state programs, services or activities to promote the retention of a sufficiently diverse group of foster parents. Strengths/barriers/gaps?

Item 45. The state has in place a process for the effective use of cross-jurisdictional resources to facilitate timely adoptive or permanent placements for waiting children. Rated as a Strength in Round 1.
· Describe the methods & criteria the state uses to seek out approved or licensed adoptive families outside of the jurisdiction of the state (e.g. listing on exchanges). Strengths/barriers/gaps?

· Evaluate the effectiveness/appropriateness of the state’s use of homes identified across jurisdictions. Strengths/barriers/gaps?
· Evaluate the state’s efficiency in processing ICPC requests to send/receive children from other states and ensuring medical and adoption assistance payments under ICAMA. Strengths/barriers/gaps?

This completes the survey of my personal odyssey of CFSR Round 2 to date. There is, of course, much more to the process. This is only intended to be an introduction and an encouragement to become involved as PA prepares for its review this summer. Go For It!!!

Chuck S.
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